Report by Mason, Thomas & Macalister, J. Y. W.
REPORT
O F THE COUNCIL OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM TO THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL
MEETING HELD AT NOTTINGHAM, SEPTEMBER I6TH,
17TH, AND I8TH, 1891.
years have passed since the Council has been
able to report so large an amount of completed work
and so much solid progress, as have been attained
during the past twelve months.
Freed from its financial difficulties, the Association has proved
that, far from being lethargic or declining, it is capable of carrying-
out vigorously the arduous programme it has laid down for itself.
READING MEETING.
It is usual to revert to the last Annual Meeting as the starting point
of a new year's work, and the Council has peculiar pleasure in
acknowledging the excellent effect produced by the most successful
meeting at Reading. The hospitality was so generous, and the pro-
gramme both of work and play so good, that it would be strange
indeed if those privileged to enjoy it did not feel encouraged to put
forth their best efforts in the service of the Association and the pro-
motion of its objects.
PROGRESS OF THE MOVEMENT.
Although it too frequently happens that local causes conspire to
make it impossible for the Association to assist, formally and
officially, in the promotion of movements in favour of adopting
the Acts, it rarely happens that any agitation is carried on in which
the Association is not represented directly or indirectly. The reso-
lution passed at Reading, ordering that a certain sum should be
spent in the printing and distribution of propaganda literature
has been carried out, and as a first experiment 5000 copies of
 at U
niversity of Saskatchew
an on M
arch 15, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D
ow
nloaded from
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Sir John Lubbock's speech at Rotherhithe have been printed. A
considerable number of these have been distributed in districts
where the agitation is being carried on, and will no doubt have an
excellent effect The past year has been one of steady advance, and
the record now presented is full of encouragement
In the United Kingdom the Acts have been adopted in twenty-one
places since the Council issued its last Report Of these six are
within the County of London, viz.:—
Bromley-by-Bow. St. Giles & St. George (Blooms-
Holborn (District). bury).
Newington (Surrey). Shoreditch.
Poplar.
The fifteen places in the Provinces are:—
Arcledon and Frizinton (Cumber- Lowestoft
land). Lurgan.
Barry and Cadoxton (near Cardiff). Peterborough.
Elgin. South Stockton.
East Hartlepool. West Ham.
Hove (Brighton). West Hartlepool.
Kendal. Willesden.
Longton. Wood Green.
New Buildings have been opened in the following places:—
Belfast (Reference). Kirkwall.
Bolton. Maidstone (Lending).
Crieff. Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Croydon (Branch). Oldbury.
Hull (Reference). Pontypridd.
London:— Portsmouth.
Battersea (Branch). Rugby.
Camberwell (Branch). Sale.
Chelsea. Salford (Branch).
Clerkenwell. Salisbury.
Rotherhithe. Tipton (2 News Rooms).
St. Martin-in-the-Fields.
Stoke Newington (Temporary).
Streatham.
The Acts have been rejected at:—
Bowdon. London—continued.
London:— Islington.
Bethnal Green. Paddington.
Deptford. St. Marylebone.
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LEGISLATION.
At the Reading Meeting a Committee was appointed to prepare
and promote a new Library BilL Their first meeting was pre-
sided over by Sir John Lubbock, and he advised that the Asso-
ciation should content itself with promoting a Consolidation Bill,
which should embrace all the active clauses of the existing Acts;
and that such amendments as the Association would like to effect
should be proposed while the Bill was being passed through Com-
mittee. This course was resolved upon, and the Committee re-
quested Mr. Fanshawe, a Parliamentary Draftsman of considerable
experience, to prepare the BilL
This has been done, and the Bill is now in the hands of the
Council. As soon as possible after the Annual Meeting the Com-
mittee will meet to consider and prepare a list of amendments to be
in readiness for the Winter Session. Any one who has amendments
to propose should send them without delay to Mr. MacAlister.
T H E LIBRARY MANUAL.
It is, for some reasons, unfortunate that the Council is unable to
present this as a completed piece of work to the members of the
Association, but it is better that so important a work should be
done well than that it should be done hastily; and the Council
has no hesitation in saying that, on the whole, the delay has been
an advantage. A large portion of the MS. was placed in the
printer's hands some months ago, and other portions are ready for
the press, but other and most important sections have been kept
back in order that they might contain the latest information on
certain subjects. For example, it was deemed advisable to delay
the Statistics Section until the Census Returns should be published,
in order that the comparative tables might give the correct population
of each town or district tabulated.
The Editing Committee, in order to facilitate what remains to be
done, have,appointed Mr. Mason their executive Editor, and to him
should be addressed all communications referring to the Manual.
" THE LIBRARY."
The Organ of the Association has appeared regularly. The
October number of last year contained a complete report of the
proceedings of the Reading Meeting, and every paper read at that
meeting has appeared in its pages.
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368 The Library.
MONTHLY MEETINGS.
These have been regularly held, and the attendance has been good.
At the October meeting held at Hanover Square, the Report
of the Committee on Statistical Returns of Free Public Libraries
was read and discussed.
At the November meeting, Mr. Joseph Gilburt read a paper
entitled "Some Misleading Titles of Modern Books."
The December meeting was held at the Battersea Public library,
when Mr. Inkster, the Librarian, read a paper on the "Public
Libraries of Battersea."
At the January meeting, held at the Clerkenwell Public Library,
Mr. J. D. Brown, the Librarian, read a paper on the "Working
of the Clerkenwell Public Library."
At the February meeting, held at Hanover Square, a paper was
read by Mr. Ogle, entitled " The Selection of Geological and Bio-
logical Books for a Free Public library."
The March meeting was held at the Richmond Public Library,
when Mr. Pacy, the Librarian, read a paper entitled " Notes on the
Richmond Library."
At the April meeting, held at the Clapham Public Library, Mr.
Welch, the Librarian, read a paper on the library under his charge.
The May meeting was held at Hanover Square, when Mr. Frank
Campbell read a paper entitled "A Plea for ( i ) an Annual List of
State Papers and (2) an Annual Report on State Papers."
At the June meeting, held at Braby's Club, Deptford, Mr. Hum-
phery read a paper entitled " The Literary Associations of Deptford."
EXAMINATIONS.
The Committee, appointed at Reading to consider and report upon
the whole scheme of Examinations, have submitted an elaborate and
able report1 with recommendations which will be submitted for your
approval at this meeting.
CONGRESS OF HYGIENE AND DEMOGRAPHY.
The Council was invited to send delegates to this important
Congress, and they appointed Messrs. J. Blake Bailey and J. Y. W.
MacAlister to represent them. Mr. MacAlister had the honour of
being appointed Chairman of the Editing Committee of the Congress,
and contributed a paper to the Section of Preventive Medicine " On
Public Libraries and Infection."
' Seepage 375.
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REPORTS ON LIBRARY SUBJECTS.
At their January Meeting, the Council resolved to request various
gentlemen to prepare reports on several subjects interesting to
librarians, to be read and, if thought desirable, discussed at the
Annual Meeting. Accordingly the following reports were arranged
for:—
On Catalogues,1 by Mr. C W. Sutton.
Library Appliances,' by Mr. J. D. Brown.
New Library Buildings, by Mr. Frank J. Burgoyne.
On Library Reports,* by Mr. C. Madeley.
These reports, it is hoped, will bring up to date the sum of know-
ledge on the various subjects, and should prove of great value, both
as bases of discussion at the Meeting and for reference.
FINANCE.
The Treasurer reports:—" On the change of the form of subscrip-
tion, the first payment covered a period of sixteen months, ending
31 st December, 189a It was therefore necessary last year to present
accounts partly made up of estimates. In order to give the
Association a full statement of their financial afiairs, an account
(marked " A "), supplementary to those of 1890, is now submitted.
This represents the actual income and expenditure for the sixteen
months. When compared with the last report a considerable
difference between the estimated and the actual results will be seen,
mainly due, as mentioned in the auditors' statement, to an under-
estimate for general printing and stationery. The payment for clerical
assistance (ios. weekly), and the expenses of indexing and editing the
Dublin and Plymouth volumes G£io ios.), were not anticipated.
The account also includes some items, such as Rent at Gray's Inn,
Dublin Transactions, and Plymouth Proceedings, which refer to
previous years.
"The Council resolved, a and January, to pay during this year six-
pence apiece for the copies of Th* Library. This represents an
increase of £20 to the annual cost
"From the annual subscriptions in 1891, about ^ 3 0 less will be
received than in 1890. This does not mean a falling-off in the actual
number of members, as the Register has now been weeded of many
whose membership had lapsed owing to their subscriptions being
1
 Mr. Satton wu unable to complete thh Report in time for the Meeting.
»Seeptge38i. » Seepage398.
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370 The Library.
persistently in arrear. One member has compounded by the payment
of a life Subscription of .£15 15s. The amount invested for life
Subscriptions is now j£aio in Consols, of which the sum of £69
was purchased in August The cost of these investments has been
j£*°7 98-
"Unless the Council, in the interest of the Association, should
resolve upon expenditure not at present contemplated, there is no
reason to anticipate that the estimate of a surplus at the end of the
year of about ^ 8 3 will not be realised.
"At the date of this report, the Benevolent Fund consisted of
j£i5 15s. 3d. There have been received during the year, subscrip-
tions of £2 as. from Mr. J. W. Knapman, and of u s . from Mr. C
Day. No grants have been made."
MEMBERSHIP.
In spite of withdrawals on account of. the increased subscription,
the number of members is steadily increasing, and now stands at 470.
The list includes 30 Honorary Members, 32 life Members, who have
compounded their annual subscriptions, and 408 Ordinary Members.
PSIZB ESSAYS.
Mr. MacAlister has again offered several prizes, amounting m the
aggregate to JC2<3< f°r essays on various subjects, to be competed for
by members of the Association. Full particulars have been published
in The Library, and in the Year-Book. The result wfll be announced
at Nottingham.
OBITUARY.
There remains the sad duty of recording the losses which the
Association has sustained by death during the past year. They
include Mr. John De Maine Browne, Librarian of the Public Library,
Douglas; Mr. Stephen Christy, of Davenport, Stockport; the
Rev. Dr. G. Deane, of Edgbaston, Birmingham; Councillor James
Jackson, of Wigan; the Rev. S. S. Lewis, Librarian of Corpus Christi
.College, Cambridge; and the Rev.. Dr.. William Tyler, the founder
of the Bethnal Green Free Library, and its Hon. Secretary and
benefactor till the day of his death.
THOMAS MASON,
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